
Cononley Lane Ends 

 

Cononley Lane Ends has been a notorious accident black spot for many years. Many 

local people will have been involved in, or witnessed, an accident or near miss when 

driving or trying to cross the road. Traffic emerging from Farnhill is virtually blind 

when looking left. In fact, very few local residents turn right when coming out of the 

junction because of this and the speed of the traffic. 

 

A public meeting was held on 14th April, 2014 in Cononley to discuss the problems 

at Cononley Lane Ends. The meeting was attended by North Yorkshire Councillor 

Gareth Dadd, North Yorkshire Area 5 manager James Malcolm, Councillor Patrick 

Mulligan, Sergeant Taylor, Police Crime Commissioner Julia Mulligan along with 

Cononley and Farnhill Parish Councillors. There was also a fantastic turn out from 

the residents of both villages. A heated meeting ensued. 

 

North Yorkshire Highways cited many other areas of the County which had more 

accidents but said they would issue a report on the junction. This report is still 

awaited. The Parish Council has been informed that a camera was installed at the 

junction to monitor the situation.  

 

Following that meeting, a site meeting was held at Cononley Lane Ends junction on 

3rd October. Darren Griffiths from North Yorkshire County Council Highways and his 

team met representatives from Farnhill and Cononley Parish Councils to discuss the 

outcomes from the meeting in April and how the site could be improved.  

 

In the view of many residents, the best outcome for the site would be to move the 

junction further from the bends in the road and amend the road layout. This would 

cost an estimated 5 million pounds and with the total road safety improvement 

budget for North Yorkshire being £400,000, this is not an option.  

 

Several other more modest options were discussed. It quickly became clear that 

there were only two achievable options to improve the junction. These were 

 

1.) To site a pedestrian crossing Island in the road to improve the safety of 

pedestrians and improve access to transport links for the villages. There would also 

need to be some building up of the layby edges to safeguard the layby users. It is 

hoped that this would reduce the speed of the vehicles as it narrows the road and 

stop vehicles performing U turns at this point which has been a cause of accidents in 

the past. 

 

2.) A vehicle activated road sign to be erected before the bends warning people of 

the bends/junction which would be activated at any user travelling above 40mph . 

 



Darren and his team are to design the pedestrian crossing and both councils are 

coordinating their efforts to improve safety at the junction, including funding options. 

Whilst this is far from being an ideal solution, it seems like a big leap forward to 

some action being taken to improve the safety of pedestrians.  

 

A further update is to follow once we receive the plans and costs. 
 


